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Ms Selica Pottcr Actmg Clerk to the Board
State Water Resources Control Board
Executive Office
1001 I Street, 24 Floor

_ bacramcm() CA 95814

SWRCB
Executive Of¢,

%
6L
Re: Proposed Sectwn 303(d) Ltstmg of Del Valle Reservozr as an &
Mercury and Polychlormated szhenylv -

Dear Ms Potter

Zone 7 has. rewewed the State Water Resources Lonnt)l Board’s (State Board’s) Scptembcr 2005

DRAFT staff-report recommendmg R \_nswns of the Clean ‘Water Act Section 303(d) List of Water

Quahty Limited' Segmcnts Zone 7. has.the folluwm& comments on the. proposed listing of the Del
- Valle Reservoir as-an xmpatred water body for. mcroury and polychlonndtcd biphenyls (P(,Bq)

By way of bdckground, the Del Valle Reservoxr is owned and operated by the Cahforma Department

-+ of Water Resources (DWR), in which State Water Projcct (SWP) water from the South Bay Aqueduct
(SBA) is:stored along with. captured local runoffito serve the three SBA contractors: Zone 7 Water
Agency, Alameda County Water District-and the Santa Clara Valley Water District. The reservoir is
operated both as a drinking water supply source and for-flood control purposes. Storage operations
are: comphcated by the ﬂood u)ntrol requxrements 1mpmed by L'he L s Army Lorps of Lngmeem

Per the: exmtmg 2002 303(d) ist; there are. wn*emly'no rcscrvous lhm are a-part of the SWP network
listed as an impaired water body. Listing this reservoir-as an lmpalrcd water body for mercury and
PCBs could potentially have implications both on DWR’s operations as well as on the public’s
~ perception of the water quality of thelr drmkmg water supply source. Although the proposed listing is
o : based on ﬁsh tlssue samphng,_; the; ) lic. 10 pelcewe their dnnkmg, waler source
: ' cr’ qudhty data available mdwatmg that = =
o mercury or P(,Bs have been _:delectedm thls resewon, In addition, based on existing watershed
studies and. momtormg data, there are'no 1denuﬁable sources for either mercury or PCBs in this water
body. : : ~ :

" The pl‘()p()b{.d hqtmg is based %lely on ﬁs,h tissue qamp]cs w]leaed in Apﬂl 20()1 Cathsh and
- largemouth bass were found to exceed the’ ‘mercury. guideline, while catfish alone was found to exceed
~ the PCB guidelines. The East Bay chlonal Park District (EBRPD) stocks Del Valle Reservoir with

: both catﬁsh‘-‘” id ldrg,cmouth ‘base ' V‘reanonal pumoses 70% of the stocking is donc with small

' nd: si i remainii consists of “trophy.size” fish. In our
; : (m are already “trophy ‘illﬂ) as the sole
mdu.ator of the unpamnem” of thc Wdtcr*body is quesuonablc bdscd on preﬂ;enﬂy available facls




